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CRUISE OVERVIEW   

By Chris Otorowski and John McColloch  

The Club’s Cruising Committee has approved a joint cruise with the Seattle Yacht Club to take 
place August 27 - September 7, 2009 in the U.S. San Juan and Canadian Gulf Islands.  During the cruise, 
SYC has graciously invited us to partake in their renowned hospitality at two SYC outstations.  For those 
who prefer not to charter, there will be a limited number of berths available aboard SYC vessels, sail and 
power.  We will be visiting these spectacular cruising grounds in the best of company. 

The cruise will begin with a reception and skippers’ meeting at the Seattle Yacht Club 
mainstation in Seattle on Thursday evening, August 27th, with yachtsmen proceeding to Anacortes and 
Bellingham, WA the next day to be checked out on their boats, secure provisions, and prepare for 
getting underway  on Saturday, August 29th. 

There will be several stops in the San Juans, an archipelago of over 170 islands, characterized by 
rocky shores and evergreen forests. From just about any place in the islands there is the majestic 
backdrop of the glacier-clad volcano, Mt. Baker, as well as the Cascade and Olympic mountains.  Bald 
eagles and marine wildlife abound.     

In the first few days the fleet will anchor off SYC member-owned Double Island in West Sound, 
where we’ll get together ashore for a “green box” party, an SYC tradition (think cocktails and potluck 
hors d’oeuvres), and songs around a camp fire.  Next will come Stuart Island, home to a fascinating one-
room school house, and unparalleled vistas for the energetic who hike out to Turn Point lighthouse. 
While at Stuart there is a possibility of visiting nearby Johns Island to see the Kwakwaka’wakw-style Big 
House and authentic Northwest Coast native totems.  

Moving into Canadian Waters, our first stop is at Victoria, the capitol of British Columbia.  SYC 
has made special arrangements for the fleet to moor for two nights in front of the grand Empress Hotel.  
Victoria attractions include high tea at the Empress, the Museum of Natural History, an excellent 
maritime museum and great shopping opportunities.  A brief ride north will take us to Butchart Gardens, 
one of the preeminent private gardens in North America.  

From Victoria we proceed to Saltspring in the Canadian Gulf Islands.  The town of Ganges is full 
of local artist studios, shops and wonderful restaurants.  Our stop at the Saltspring Marina, home to an 
SYC outstation, will include a cocktail party at Hastings House, a four star country hotel next door.  

As we leave Saltspring, the fleet will continue to Montague Harbor, a serene anchorage at 
Galiano Island. If winds permit there may be races en route to keep the sailors’ blood moving.  We hope 
to create a sunflower raft on arrival.  

Returning from Canada, the cruise will head to Roche Harbor on San Juan Island.  Our wind-up 
dinner that night will be at SYC’s Henry Island outstation, a short dinghy ride away. Roche Harbor, 
developed 125 years ago as a center of lime production, is now a busy resort featuring the Hotel de 
Haro,  restaurants and shops, a small but good grocery store, and a modern marina.  A short boat ride 
around into an adjoining bay is English Camp, the site of the “Pig War” between the British and the 
United States in the 1800s.   

The fleet will leave Roche Harbor for Anacortes and Bellingham and the conclusion of the trip.   
Cruisers may wish to spend a night or two at some of the many other harbors en route depending on 
the length of their charters.  The cruise planners will be happy to assist with further itinerary planning. 

   
The Cruising Committee selected the last week of the summer, ending with Labor Day, to 

provide the best chance of good weather, (generally warm and sunny in the 70s but bring some fleece 
and foulies just in case!), and to give families a chance to join the cruise and still get back in time for the 
start of school.  For those who can arrive early, there will be opportunities for sightseeing in Seattle, 
including the Boeing Air and Space Museum, the Space Needle, Seattle Art Museum, and the colorful 
Pike Place Market.  
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There are charter opportunities for both sail and power. NYYC sailors should consider that the 
San Juans are known for mild breezes in settled late summer weather, without the afternoon sea breeze 
we see off New England.  Whichever you choose, reservations must be made soon in order to secure the 
boat of your choice and the length of charter you wish. Charters run for seven to ten days, and longer 
terms may be available. The Cruising Committee may need to limit the number of boats to 25.  A similar 
number of SYC boats is expected.  

More details about the Cruise Plan and charter opportunities are available on the website and 
by contacting the event Co-Chairs, John McColloch, jkm927@cox.net

 
and Bruce Berriman, 

tigermothathome@msn.com

 
or from Daniela Burton at the Sailing Office, burtond@nyyc.org.    

NYYC member Chris Otorowski is a Past Commodore of the Seattle Yacht Club.  John McColloch, NYYC 
Event Co-Chair, is a Seattle native and was for twenty years a member of the Seattle Yacht Club.    
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CRUISE PLAN 
AUGUST 27 – SEPTEMBER 7, 2009   

27 August – Thursday  
Arrival and Kickoff Reception at Seattle Yacht Club  

Arrival in Seattle  
Pick up rental car for one way drop in Bellingham/Anacortes, or airport shuttle 
Check in 1) to hotel of choice (from general trip planning information)  
Cocktail/Buffet Reception and Skippers briefing at Seattle Yacht Club Mainstation  

28 August – Friday  
Charter Preparations in Anacortes or Bellingham 

Rental car or Shuttle bus to Bellingham/ Anacortes  
Provisioning  
Charter yacht orientation/load yachts  
Bellingham charter’s dinner at a nearby restaurant (wine courtesy of Northwest Explorations)  
Sleep aboard yachts as available; otherwise in local hotels  

29 August – Saturday  
Anacortes/Bellingham to West Sound, Orcas Is. (14 nm)  

Charter yacht orientation/load yachts 
09:00-14:00:  Underway for West Sound (Double Island)  
At anchor and rafting  
Greenbox on shore   
Dinner onboard individual yachts 

Note: a “Greenbox” is an SYC traditional potluck cocktail hour  

30 August – Sunday 
West Sound to Stuart Island (11 nm)  

08:30 Morning announcements VHF ch. 74  
Underway at will to Stuart Island  
At anchor in Reid or Prevost Harbor  
Afternoon hike to Turn Point Light      

and/or  
possible tour of nearby Johns Island and Northeast Coast native art and buildings; (transport by 
dinghy ) 
Dinner aboard yachts   

31 August – Monday  
Stuart Island to Victoria, B.C. (25 nm)   

08:30 Morning announcements VHF ch. 74  
09:00 underway for Victoria via Baynes Passage (s.t. currents) 
Dockage at reserved Inner Harbour slips below Empress Hotel 
Clear Customs  
Greenbox on dock      
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1 September  – Tuesday  
Lay Day, Victoria 

At Empress docks, inner Harbour 
Tour Butchart Gardens  
Tour Provincial Museum  
Tour Victoria shops and restaurants  
Afternoon Tea at the Empress  
Carriage Tour Rides (Parks, homes, views)  
Greenbox on dock  

2 September  – Wednesday   
Victoria to Ganges, Saltspring Island (36nm)  

08:30 Morning announcements VHF ch. 74  
09:00 underway for Ganges in Canadian Gulf Islands   

SYC Vessels will use (in part) SYC docks   
NYYC and overflow SYC will use open commercial slips  

Shopping in town  
Cocktail Party at Hastings House   
Dinner ashore from restaurant guide/list  

3 September – Thursday  
Ganges to Montague Harbour, Galiano Island (6nm)  

08:30 Morning announcements VHF ch. 74  
Underway at will to Montague Harbour  
Weather permitting: sunflower raft  
“Progressive Greenbox” (by dinghy or around sunflower); dinner on yachts  

4 September – Friday 
Montague Harbour to Roche Harbor (19nm)        

08:30 Morning announcements VHF ch. 74  
Underway at will for U.S. waters and Roche Harbor, San Juan Island  
Clear Customs  
At anchor, Roche Harbor or dockage at Roche Harbor Marina (SYC yachts at Henry island)  
Greenbox cocktails and BBQ Wind-Up Dinner at SYC Henry Island Outstation (wine and beer  
provided)   

5 September – Saturday  
Roche Harbor and Environs – Lay Day 

Cruise disbands 
Remain at Roche Harbor Marina or swing around to anchor in Garrison or Westcott Bay (see also 
the note on travel to charter bases below)  
Take dinghies around to English Camp, Garrison Bay  
Explore the Nature Sculpture Park   
Dinner ashore or aboard boats     

N.B.: some charters may be due for return by noon, 6 September, in Anacortes or Bellingham.  Rather 
than a second night at Roche Harbor, yachts (particularly sailboats) may be well-served to begin their 
easting on Saturday, given the distances involved.   
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6 September – Sunday  
Roche Harbor (or ?) to Anacortes/Bellingham   (26nm)/ (30nm) 

08:00 underway for return to charter bases by noon, possibly from anchorages east of Roche 
Harbor   
Empty and clean vessels 
Travel to SeaTac area hotels for Monday Flights (one way rental or airport shuttles)  

7 September – Monday – Labor Day 
Travel Day for NYYC members   

ALTERNATE ITINERARY FOR CHARTERS ENDING ON 7 SEPTEMBER  

Note:  Some charters may require (e.g. NW Explorations) or allow a charter period at least through 
Monday 7 September  

6 September – Sunday 
Underway at will to choice of Echo Bay, Sucia Island (15 nm), or Blind Bay      
Shaw Island (11nm) or Hunter Bay, Lopez Sound (19 nm), to position for return to charter bases 
on 7 September 
At anchor as above  

7 September – Monday   
Return to Anacortes/Bellingham Charter Bases   

08:00 underway for return to Anacortes/Bellingham by noon  
Empty and clean vessels 
Travel to SeaTac area hotels for Tuesday flights (one way rental or airport shuttles)   

8 September – Tuesday        
Travel day for NYYC members   


